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Background Documents
June 2021 DGNR Proposal for 3 Creek Name Changes
from Siskiyou Field Institute (Selma, Oregon)
INTRODUCTION
Siskiyou Field Institute (SFI) is a nonprofit public benefit corporation with an
outdoor education center and lodge on 850 acres in the Illinois Valley near Selma,
Oregon (15 miles southwest of Grants Pass). Founded in 1998, SFI offers natural history
education programs for adults and school students, in partnership with local, state, and
federal organizations and agencies. SFI’s public workshops, field courses, and events
serve as a conduit for scientists and naturalists to share their knowledge of the KlamathSiskiyou region. SFI also supports scientists and academic institutions for research
projects on and near the property.
In January 2021, the SFI Board of Directors initiated communications with the
Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) to request a name change for three Squaw
Creeks (mainstem, East Fork, and West Fork) that run through SFI property and public
lands managed by the Medford BLM and Rogue River Siskiyou National Forest. Bruce
Fisher, OGNB President, responded with guidance and helped SFI prepare this proposal.
He explained that the OGNB generally supports replacing placenames that contain the
racial slur, “Squaw.”
The maps, photos, and documents below justify the selection of the proposed
name, “Takelma Creek.” In brief, our reasons include:
a. The name “Takelma Creek” associates the three creeks with Native American
speakers of Takelman (a Penutian language, extinct since the 1930s), who were
previously present near Selma, Oregon. In his detailed Siletz History, Robert Kentta
(Cultural Resources Director of the Conf. Tribes of Siletz Indians) says the Takelma
territory once included “the Illinois Valley, mid-Rogue River and Cow Creek.”
b. There are currently no geographic features named “Takelma” in Josephine County,
which was once the homeland of the Lowland Takelma people. SFI would like to honor
the legacy of these local Native Americans.
c. “Takelma Creek” does not duplicate existing names nearby. The closest geographic
feature with the name “Takelma” is “Takelma Gorge,” a narrow canyon of the Upper
Rogue River in Jackson County.
d. “Takelma Creek” is easy to pronounce.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Jan. 27, 2021 introductory letter to Bruce Fisher, Board President, OGNB.
Aerial photograph of S_named Creeks watershed (mainstem, East Fork, West Fork).
Topographic map of S_named Creeks watershed, west of Hwy. 199 near Selma, OR.
Two photos taken along the mainstem of the creek.
Map of “Western Oregon Languages.” Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians (revised
2020) http://www.ctsi.nsn.us/uploads/downloads/maps/LanguageChart_2020.pdf
Map of “Languages of Western Oregon.” Atlas of Oregon, Univ. of OR, 2001
Map of “Linguistic Relations in Southwestern Oregon” (after Schaeffer 1959 and Loy
1975) by Dennis J. Gray, The Takelma and Their Athapascan Neighbors, University
of Oregon Anthropological Papers, No. 37, 1987.
Map of “Linguistic Distribution – SW Oregon and Northern California”, by Stephen
Dow Beckham, Requiem for a People, OSU Press, 1971.
Excerpts from USDA/USDI Report “Overview of the Environment of Native
Inhabitants of Southwest Oregon (Late Prehistoric Era)” by Reg Pullen, Rogue River
National Forest / Medford District BLM, 1996 (221 pp).
Article by the National Park Service on the “Takelma Tribe,” Oregon Caves
National Monument and Preserve, 2015.
Article on “Native American Cultures” by Kay Atwood and Dennis J. Gray,
Oregon History Project, 2003 (updated 2014).
Endorsement letter from former USFS Archaeologist, Tish McFadden, 2021.

January 27, 2021
Bruce Fisher, Board President
Oregon Geographic Names Board
Oregon Historical Society
1200 SW Park Avenue
Portland, OR 97205
Dear Bruce,
It was such a pleasure to talk with you on the phone about changing the name of
the three "Sq." landscape features near Siskiyou Field Institute just west of Selma,
Oregon. I deeply appreciate your help and guidance in preparing the applications
to the Oregon Geographic Names Board.
FYI, enclosed is a property map for Siskiyou Field Institute (yellow boundaries).
The lower section of Sq. Creek (in blue) flows south into Deer Creek, which flows
into the Illinois River approximately 4 miles to the west. Sq. Mountain and Sq.
Ridge are to the north, off the map.
As you see, the Siskiyou Field Institute property is in two sections, adjacent to
federal lands managed by Medford District BLM and Rogue River Siskiyou
National Forest. [I failed to mention these BLM lands when we spoke.]

Best wishes,

D

Julie Norman, Board
Member Siskiyou Field
Institute

julie@juliekaynorman.com
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Excerpts from

Rogue River National Forest / Medford District BLM Report

Overview of the Environment of Native Inhabitants of
Southwest Oregon (Late Prehistoric Era)
by Reg Pullen, 1996, 221 pp.
This USDA/USDI Report (1996) describes Native American territories and
activities in Southwest Oregon during the Late Prehistoric Era. The
excerpts below are relevant to two historical topics (A and B).
TOPIC A. Takelman speakers were early inhabitants of the interior
Middle Rogue Valley, before Athapascan speakers began to intermix
and migrate there in great numbers.
EXCERPTS:
“Most researchers believe that Athapascan-speaking groups moved into
the region a little over one thousand years ago, and first occupied territories
that were not being intensively utilized by indigenous tribes. Thus, the
newly arrived Applegate and Illinois peoples settled on tributaries of the
Rogue, while the Takelma, who were the original inhabitants, controlled the
main stem of the river, which was probably richer in terms of fish, animal,
and plant resources. (Harrington, Reel 27; Berreman, 1937, p. 29; Gray,
1985, p. 119)”
“It is probable that the Takelma were once the occupants of a territory
larger than that just described, and that later on there was an invasion by
the Athapascans, who established villages on all sides of them, and
imposed Athapascan names on the Takelma villages, though they never
succeeded in forcing the Takelma to abandon their language.” John
Harrington Field Notes, Reel 27, Frame 27.
"Wholly within the Lower Takelman territory were two isolated Athapascan
bands who probably deserve classification as a single tribe. They were the
Galice Creek band, designated by Dorsey as Taltuctuntude, and the
Applegate band, designated as Da-ku-be-te-de. The two bands were not

contiguous in territory, but they spoke the same dialect, which was quite
distinct from other groups. Their actual relationship to each other is not
known, but their linguistic similarity may indicate that it was close. The
Handbook conjectures that they were intruders among the Takelmas." Joel
Berreman in Tribal Distribution in Oregon, 1937, p. 29.
TOPIC B: For fishing, hunting, and trading, Lowland Takelma bands
were seasonally present in upland interior valleys surrounding Grants
Pass (including the Ilinois Valley).
EXCERPTS:
Most researchers believe that people in southern Oregon and northern
California lived in semi-permanent villages, but spent significant portions of
the year away from the village living in temporary upland camps while
obtaining various resources.
This opinion is supported by historian LaLande, who states that: “Although
few ethnohistorical accounts address the topic directly, taken together they
support the ethnographic portrait of the Indians' 'annual round,' with semipermanent winter villages and dispersal of smaller family groups into the
uplands during the warm months.” (LaLande, 1990, p. 106).
Several village sites have been documented ethnographically for the upper
Illinois River. The most prominent is at the large falls below Selma. This site,
called Talsalsan, was an important fishing site and trading center.
(Harrington, Reel 28).
When the Rogue was in flood stage and salmon were impossible to obtain,
the Takelma turned to the Illinois River at Talsalsan. Here fish were
scooped up as they tried to leap over the falls, in a manner similar to that
employed at Celilo Falls on the Columbia River. … At this site, fishing was
possible at all but the highest water levels. (Harrington, Reel 28).
"Ti-wi-kh (is) the waterfall at the place called Talsalsan. Takelma Indians
used to go there to gamble and play shinny. … Once Frances (Johnson's)
mother went there and buy dried salmon. Rogue River water in winter was
high, and no falls, and no good for salmon fishing, so went to buy salmon
there. … Frances' mother saw a shinny game there." John Harrington, Reel
28.

National Park Service

Oregon Caves

National Monument & Preserve
Oregon

NPS.gov / Park Home / Learn About the Park / History & Culture / People / Takelma Tribe

Takelma Tribe

For thousands of years the Takelma people lived in what is now called the Illinois and Rogue River valleys. Little
was known about their way of life prior to European settlement. Recently, there has been a revival in the
expression and study of Takelma culture.
Their villages were mostly concentrated along the Rogue River, where seasonal salmon runs, deer, and small
game provided a protein-rich diet. Salmon fishing was a large-scale, coordinated effort. Men caught the fish with
spears and nets, while women cleaned and dried the meat. The Takelma supplemented their diet with
carbohydrates from plants. They gathered the root of the Camas plant, which is in the asparagus family, as well as
acorns from native oaks. The Takelma are known to have cultivated a native tobacco plant, but otherwise relied on
the fruits of the wilderness for their survival.
Traditional human populations in what is now known as Josephine County, where Oregon Caves is located, were
much lower than those in the neighboring Jackson County area. Also, traditional populations of southern Oregon in
general were lower than those of northern California and the Oregon coast. More is known about the language and
culture of native peoples in areas where their populations were higher.
As with many Native American societies, the Takelma first encountered European settlers indirectly through
outbreaks of smallpox. There were two major epidemics, the first coming south from the Columbia River during the
1780s. A second epidemic of shorter duration swept north from the California coast during 1837-38. The specific
effect of the epidemic on these populations is unknown, but estimates of smallpox mortality rates among other
Native American populations were as high as ninety percent.
The Hudson's Bay Company first encountered the Takelma around 1829, and they tried unsuccessfully to
establish a fur trade in the region. The expedition did, however, reveal the existence of the valley to Europeans.
Settlement of the Illinois Valley began in the 1830's, as farmers and cattlemen began moving north from California
towards fertile land in the Williamette valley. Gold was discovered near Jacksonville, Oregon in the Rogue valley in
1850. In 1851, the precious metal was found near Waldo in the Illinois valley. These discoveries encouraged more
European settlers to enter the area, some by way of the Oregon Trail. More settlers increased pressure on Native
Americans in the area. The first five years of contact between incoming miners and previous residents quickly
degenerated into chaos and open war.
By the end of 1856, the traditional residents of the Rogue and Illinois River valleys were forcibly removed and
relocated to the Siletz Reservation on the central Oregon coast. The Takelma were joined on the reservations by
their neighbors, the Athapaskans and the Shasta, as well as tribes from even farther away, such as the Coos and
Tillamook.
The lower numbers of Takelma people relative to other Native American groups, exacerbated by smallpox
epidemics, warfare, and relocation, is a major contributing factor to a traditionally limited knowledge of their
culture. It is reported that by 1906 less than ten Takelma were alive and able to speak their native language.
The European settlers soon abandoned their initial mining claims, most of which were not as viable as they had
originally thought. Many stayed in the area. Because of a large demand for timber back east, logging became the
predominant economic force in the area by the turn of the century. Besides logging, many of the descendants of
European settlers made their living as farmers and hunters. One such hunter, Elijah Davidson, stumbled upon the
Oregon Caves in 1874.

Although the Takelma and other Native American groups were in the area for thousands of years, there is at this
time no concrete evidence that they entered or used the cave.
In the 1970's, the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians began to reorganize. The confederation arose out of the
tribes that had been relocated to the Siletz reservation as one, larger, intertribal group. Their first elected chief was
George Harney, a full-blooded Takelma. George Harney's granddaughter, Agnes Baker-Pilgrim, continues to
educate others about her heritage.
In 1994, for the first time in over 140 years, an ancient ceremony took place to welcome and give thanks for the
returning salmon, on the Kanaka Flats of the Applegate River. People of all heritages were welcomed at the
annual Salmon Gathering on the Applegate River until 2006. In 2007, the ceremony was moved to the place where
it was held for thousands of years: the Tilomikh (Powerhouse Falls), on the Rogue River near Gold Hill, Oregon.
Since then, the ceremony has taken place annually in its traditional location, demonstrating that the Takelma
culture is alive and will continue into the future.

Last updated: February 28, 2015

CONTACT THE PARK

Mailing Address:
19000 Caves Hwy
Cave Junction, OR 97523
Phone:
(541) 592-2100

Native American Cultures
By Kay Atwood and Dennis J. Gray
Then Coyote said, People shall spear salmon, they will go to get food, to one another will they go to
get food; one another they will feed, and they shall not kill one another. In that way shall the world
be, as long as the world goes on.
This creation story, recorded by anthropologist Edward Sapir in 1906, suggests how intensely
Native peoples linked life to the sun, moon, and wind, with mountain, rock and stream, deer, coyote,
and bird. Native peoples lived in southwestern Oregon for thousands of years prior to
Euro-American contact. While they did not easily win survival—obtaining food and shelter
consumed most of their energy—they ensured sustenance from the landscape by controlling
natural processes, especially through the use of fire.
Southwestern Oregon Indians shared a similar environment and culture. What little is known of their
lifeways and economic systems during the past ten thousand years comes from archaeological
investigations, climate and environmental studies, and extrapolations from ethnographic and
historical records. All of these sources suffer from a lack of data. Only in the past few decades have
archaeologists accumulated sufficient information to begin to assess the cultural changes that have
occurred since humans first occupied the region.
Current theory suggests a date for human entry into the Pacific Northwest at the end of the last Ice
Age between 12,000 and 14,000 years ago. Scientists have obtained a radiocarbon (C-14) date of
13,200 BP (before present) from cultural deposits at Paisley Cave in central Oregon. By 11,500 BP,
small groups of people spread across the continent pursuing the large game that inhabited North
America in the moist, post-glacial environment. Nomadic, Paleo-Indians used a distinctive style of
spear point named for the small town of Clovis, New Mexico, near where they were first discovered.
Archaeologists have associated the large, finely made spear points with megafauna such as
mammoths, horses, camels, and giant bison that once roamed the continent. The discovery of
isolated Clovis points—although not associated with megafauna—in southwest Oregon near
Roseburg, Butte Falls, Hyatt Lake, and the Oregon-California state line, confirm the presence of
Paleo-Indians in the region during this early period.
When the climate warmed in the post-glacial period, vegetation changed and large animal species
became extinct. The nomadic, big-game hunting way of life gradually shifted to a
hunting-and-gathering existence that archaeologists term the Archaic period. Beginning around
10,500 BP, the Archaic period lasted in the Pacific Northwest until contact with Euro-Americans in
the nineteenth century.
Recent excavations along the southern Oregon coast by Oregon State University archaeologists
document settlement in this region as early as 10,430 BP. Native peoples based their economy in
this period on a variety of plant, animal, and fish resources. They developed techniques for
gathering, processing, and storing foods as well as weapon technologies. Through the Archaic
period, Native settlement patterns, domestic architecture, social structures, and land management
practices reflected gradual changes in the natural environment and the pressures of their steadily
increasing population.
Our fragmentary knowledge of the Native way of life prior to the arrival of Euro-Americans comes
from the recollections of a few elderly informants. Their memories describe seasonal subsistence
patterns, reveal religious and ceremonial practices, and give us snapshots of daily life.
Archaeologists can project those same patterns and lifeways back in time to help explain the
archaeological record, but they must proceed cautiously. The ways of life captured in ethnographic
accounts and historical documents reflect only a moment in time, and conditions in 1840 were
probably quite different than those one thousand, five thousand, or ten thousand years earlier.
By the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the southern Molalla occupied the
mountainous regions of the Cascades to the east. The Takelma resided in a territory that centered
on the upper Rogue River drainage and extended east up Little Butte Creek to the crest of the
Cascades. To the south, they inhabited portions of the Bear Creek Valley, sharing it with the Shasta

people. To the west, the Applegate River Valley and Galice Creek marked the boundaries with the
Athapascan, the Dakubetede, the Taltuctuntede, and the Shasta Costa band of Tututni. Farther
west, along the coast, several other Athapascan groups lived on the principal rivers of the coastal
plain, including the Upper Coquille, Kwatami, Tututni, Chetco, and Tolowa. Umpqua people
occupied the Cow Creek drainage, inland and north of the Rogue River Valley. All of these groups
shared a roughly similar environment and a common way of life centered on hunting, fishing, and
gathering. The availability of resources, such as marine fisheries and anadromous fish runs,
resulted in slightly different subsistence and settlement patterns.
The Takelma of the upper Rogue River are perhaps the best documented Native group of the
region due to anthropologist Edward Sapir’s work early in the twentieth century. The Takelma, as
defined by language dialect, comprised two, and possibly three, distinct groups. The principal
villages of the Lowland Takelma were on the Rogue River, extending from present-day Gold Hill
downriver to about Grave Creek. The Upland Takelma winter village was farther upriver in the lower
Bear Creek Valley, near Table Rock (near Medford), as far east as Ashland, and in the Little Butte
Creek drainage.
The Takelma augmented their staple vegetal foods of acorns and camas with a variety of root
crops, manzanita berries, pine nuts, tarweed seeds, wild plums, and sunflowers. They found protein
in anadromous fish—especially salmon—and in deer, elk, rabbits, squirrels, and certain insects.
The Takelma fished for salmon during the seasonal spawning runs, although not every fish-bearing
stream had runs of fish every season.
The Takelma located their permanent winter villages in the low-elevation river valleys near
predictable food resources, such as reliable fishing locations and acorn groves. During the warmer
months, they moved to seasonal base camps in the uplands to hunt, to gather ripening crops, and
to procure materials for chipped-stone tools.
Because of the Takelma’s seasonally fluctuating food sources and their need to gather widely
scattered vegetable and animal foods in the upland areas, families and communities were isolated.
The periods of isolation hindered development of any strong central authority in the region. Instead,
the local village community was the principal social and political unit.
In the Takelma worldview, supernatural spirits associated with plants and animals—believed to be
manifestations of primeval earthly inhabitants—determined nature’s forces and human fate. A few
Takelma stories concerning the activities of these beings, taught to children to help them learn to
survive, were relayed by older Native informants to early twentieth-century ethnographers. Tales of
Coyote, Beaver, and Acorn Woman taught listeners how to protect deer herds from overhunting
and how to think about drought, famine, and floods. In the story of Rainmaker, for example, “A stout
man named Khu-khu-w came…to Table Rock and the Rogue River was low and the Table Rock
Indians could not catch salmon. The Table Rock Indians hired that man to make rain, and it flooded
all this lowland.”
© Kay Atwood and Dennis J. Gray, 2003. Updated and revised by OHP staff, 2014.
Oregon History Project
https://www.oregonhistoryproject.org/articles/native-american-cultures/

To: Julie Norman
Fr: Tish McFadden
ENDORSEMENT FROM TISH (STEINFELD) MCFADDEN
to CHANGE THE NAMES OF THE 3 CREEKS NEAR SELMA
1/ My name is Tish McFadden. In the early 1980s I served as Forest Archaeologist for
the Siskiyou National Forest (now called the Rogue River Siskiyou NF) based in Grants
Pass, Oregon. I conducted cultural resource fieldwork for the Ranger Districts in Cave
Junction, Galice, Powers, Brookings, and Gold Beach. I met Takelma elder Taowhywee
Agnes Baker Pilgrim while documenting the Takelma, Athabascan, and other Native
American bands. I went by the name Tish Steinfeld back then.
I earned my archaeology degree at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City in 1976. I
then worked on the research team at the USFS Intermountain Region Cultural Resource
Evaluation Laboratory in Ogden, Utah and as Forest Archaeologist on the Ashley
National Forest in northeast Utah.
I give my overwhelming support to the geographic renaming proposal to change Squaw
Creek, West Fork Squaw Creek, and East Fork Squaw Creek in Josephine County,
Oregon to Takelma Creek, East Fork Takelma Creek, and West Fork Takelma Creek.
The ancient roots of the Takelma name and the Takelma People are inseparable from
this place. This was their ancestral home.
I agree with this concept from the blog of Indigenous Corporate Training, Inc: “Place
names embody a sense of belonging to a place, coexistence with the natural world, and
the longstanding relationship between a People and their place; they anchor the past to
the present..”

Takelma Cultural Center
Jesse Jackson, President
36510 Tiller Trail Hwy. Tiller, Oregon 97484
jesse.jackson@takelma.org

(541) 825-3000

September 29, 2021
To Whom It May Concern:
My name is Jesse Jackson. I am the eldest grandson of Charles “Chuck” Jackson, the first
chairman of the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians. My grandfather is well-known for
his native Takelman traditionalism. He collaborated with many tribal members, government
officials, anthropologists, students and community members to preserve Takelman culture.
Storytelling, flintknapping, silver smithing, traditional beading, ivory carving, Takelman tool
making, native land use practices and pipe making were some of the talents that my grandfather
shared frequently with others. Among my grandfather’s proudest achievements was his cultural
resource work, including successful lobbying for the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) legislation which was passed at the state-level in the State of
Oregon in 1990. My grandfather’s NAGPRA efforts were centered around respect and
preservation for the Takelma people- past, future and present. Unfortunately, Grandpa Chuck
passed away on May 27th, 2017. Since that time, I’ve continued my grandfather’s cultural legacy
and homestead. After teaching social studies in grades 7-12 for years, I’ve been working as a
high/middle school principal in southern Oregon.
On behalf of my grandfather, the Takelma Cultural Center and as a member of the Cow Creek
Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, I’m writing this letter to further support preservation and
respect for the Takelma people.
Julie K. Norman, Board Secretary of the Siskiyou Field Institute, has begun the efforts to rename
the creek named “Squaw Creek” located in the Rogue Valley near the Applegate River, in the
heart of the Takelma cultural use area. Today, the term “squaw” is considered a pejorative term
which offers no respect and diminishes Takelman culture. As many other geographic “squaw(s)”
have been renamed appropriately throughout Oregon and the U.S. in recent history, I support Ms.
Norman’s efforts and further support the renaming of “Squaw Creek” to “Takelma Creek”. The
Takelma Creek name will offer respect and preservation for the Takelman people and Takelma
culture for years to come.
I’m happy to communicate further upon the topic should you feel necessary. I can be reached at
jesse.jackson@takelma.org or by phone at (541) 825-3000. Thank you for your time and support
for the Takelman people of Southern Oregon.
Respectfully,
Jesse L. Jackson BA, BA, M.Ed

TO: Bruce Fisher, President, Oregon Geographic Names Board, Portland, Oregon
FR: Southwest Oregon residents of Josephine and Jackson Counties
DT: November 16, 2021
RE: Endorsements of Siskiyou Field Institute’s Renaming Proposal
for “3 Creeks” in Josephine County
Takelman speakers lived for thousands of years in and around the interior valleys
of the Rogue River in Southwest Oregon. Yet the Takelma culture and history have been
largely erased and forgotten since the forced relocations in the late 1850s to the Siletz
and Grand Ronde Reservations east of Newport.
In order to promote respect for the Takelma culture … in the past, present, and
future … we the undersigned wholeheartedly endorse the renaming of Squaw Creek
(mainstem and 2 tributaries near Selma, Oregon) to “Takelma Creek.”
By renaming these waters “Takelma Creek,” public awareness and appreciation of
the Takelma culture will grow. This renaming would create the first geographic
placename in Josephine County that includes the word “Takelma.”

Co-signers Endorsing the “3 Creeks” Renaming Proposal
Josephine County:

Jackson County:

Jerry Allen
Cheryl Bruner
Dan and Claudia Beausoleil
Lillie Elaine Hazelton
Alice Jones
Nadine Martin
Tanya Nevarez
Brandi Patterson
Dave Russell

Jaimie Bernhagen, Red Earth Descendants
Regina Castellon
Alice DiMicele
Maeve Hogan
Jessica Leonard
Heidi Martins
Mary Buckley Mikkelsen
Multicultural Assoc. of Southern Oregon
Michelle Pavillone
Joan Peterson
Louise and Steve Rouse
Don Senter and Connie Saldana
Paul and Janis Tipton
Keith Wellesen

